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DARWIN SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION, INC. 
AND 
GALAPAGOS DARWIN TRUST, EUROPE. 
Throughout Its history the Charles Darwin 
Foundation has been handicapped by the lack of 
an adequate or even a steady income. Having no 
endowment, it struggled on, never knowing from year 
to year, nor even from month to month, what funds 
would be forthcoming to carry out the programmes 
of its Research Station. There was a double 
disadvantage: not only was the total amount of 
support uncertain but often contributions failed to 
arrive when expected. As there were no reserves, this 
made forward planning precarious and frequently 
wasteful. Over the years there have been a number 
of regular contributors including the Government 
of Ecuador, the WWF, the Frankfurt Zoological 
President Leon Febres-Cordero addressing a meeting at 
the Smithsonian Institution to promote the Darwin 
Scientific Foundation's Endowment Fund 
Society, the Smithsonian Institution, the Royal 
Society in London and the Belgian Ministry of 
Education, but the financing of much of the annual 
programmes has remained unpredictable. Generous 
contributions were often tied to specific projects, 
which left the problem of covering core expenses 
unsolved. 
Kitty and John Lastavica proposed the creation 
of an endowment fund both to attract additional 
support and to produce a regular investment income. 
In the foreseeable future this would not be in any 
way sufficient to cover the scientific and conservation 
activities of the research station, but the interest from 
the endowment would provide a modest monthly 
income and thus constitute a stabilizing element in 
the Darwin Foundation's finances. In 1985 a 
Delaware Corporation was formed and named 
Lunch break during a Darwin Foundation Council meeting 
at the Smithsonian Institution. 
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"Darwin Scientific Foundation, Inc.". The first 
Chairman of the Board was S. Dillon Ripley, 
Secretary Emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution, 
and the other members were Charles J. Hedlund, 
Chairman of the Board of The Nature Conservancy, 
Robert Mc.L, Adams, Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, Craig MacFarland, President of the 
CDF, John Eaton and John Lastavica. 
The scheme was launched in 1987 with an initial 
funding of U.S. $1,000,000, raised through a 
campaign by The Nature Conservancy on behalf of 
the CDF. Further contributions are sought. The 
Darwin Scientific Foundation's address is c/o The 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 20560. Its 
support comes largely from within the United States 
and contributions are tax deductible to U.S. citizens 
as permitted by law. 
In 1988 a parallel endowment fund for Europe, 
"The Galapagos Darwin Trust, Europe", was in 
process of organization under the leadership of Prince 
Henri of Luxembourg. 
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